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IN THE CLAIMS: 

This lisling of claiais will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in Uic appHcali 


Claims 1-22. (cancelled), 

23. (curronlly amcndetl) A method Tor treating an eye comprising: 

inserting into an eye a device comprising a piercing member himng.? Jim2dmalj?»iJ^^^ 
distal oillfmd..:LbJmmil60n^ll.cj^^ a cannula slidably disposed within theUnnen 

~i^7i+nt inemhuv. whciein the step of inserting the device into the eye comprises penetrating the 
eye wilh the piercing member and advancing the piercing member through the eye; 

advancing the caniuila through the piercing member JiiuKiLtowards a trealment site; 

piercing tlic treatment site with Ihc cannnla; and 

treating the eye by atlministering and/or aspirating material through the cammla. 

24. (previously presented) The method of claim 23 wherein the stei^ of Seating tlie 
eye comprises administering a therapeutic agent to the eye through the cannula. 

25. (original) The method of claim 23 wherein the therapeutic agent is administered 
subrelinally to the patient's eye. 

26. (previously presented) The method of claim 23 wherein the maximum cross- 
scctionul dimension of the piercing member is about 25 gauge or smaller. 

27. (previously presented) A method of treating an eye, comprising: 

piercing the eye with a piercing member and inserting the piercing membci- into the 
vilreOKS humor of tlic eye, the piercing member having a proximal end and a distal end and a 
1 umcn deHncd therebetween; 

angling the piercing member in any direction so as to guide the caimula to any treatment 

site within the eye; 


PAGE 6122 ' RCVD AT 7110/2006 3:48:51 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO<EF)(RF'6132 « DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:6174394170 * DURATION (mm'SS):06-36 


JUL-1 0-2006 HON 03:48 PM E A P & D FAX NO. 6174394170 P. 


S. Vanicr, ct al. 
Serial No. 09/Sb8,070 

udvanctng a cannula through the piercing member lumen and beyond the distal end of the 
piercing Titcmbor; 

guidijig the cannula tluough the vitreous humor of the eye to the treatment site; and 
treating the treatment site. 

28. (original) The mctliod of claim 27 wherein Ihc step of guiding the caimula to the 

treatment site comprises: 

advancing the caimula within the eye until the distal end of the cannula is within the 

trcalwcnt site. 

29. (original) The metiiod of claim 27 or 28 wherein the step of treating the treatment 
site comprises; 

supplying a medicamenl through the cannula and into the treatment site via the distal end 
oflhe cannulti. 

30. (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the medicament is 
selected from the group consisting of genes, proteins, cells, small molecule pharmaceuticals and 
slerilc solutions. 

3 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the step of treating the 
treatment site comprises withdrawing material from the treatment site into the distal end oFthc 
cannnla, 

32. (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the step of piercing the 
eye with a piercing member comprises inserting the distal end of the piercing member into and 
through the eye's vsclera. 

33. (previously presented) Tlie method of claim 27 wherein the treatanent site is 
selected from the group consisting of Ihc eye's retina and the eye's vitreous hnmor. 
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:^4, (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein tlie trcalmcnl site is the 
eye's relina and the step of treating the treatment site comprises: 

i.yccling niedicamenl through the cannula and under the retina such that a dome-shaped 
retinal dctiichtncnt is formed. 

35. (previously presented) Tlie method of claim 27 wherein the outer diameter of the 
piercing member is about 25 gauge or smaller. 

36. (canceled) 

37. (cancelled) 

38. (previously presented) The method of claim 23 wherein the cannula comprises a 
polymer. 

39. (canceled) 

40. (canceled) 

41 . (previously presented) The method of claim 24 wherein a steroid is administered 
to the eye. 

42. (previously presented) The method of claini 24 wherein a tlierapculic agent is 
administered to the eye to treat retina) detachment, vascular occlusion, proliferative retinopathy, 
diabelic retinopathy, innammation, degenerative disease, vascular disease ot a tumor, 

43. (previously presented) The method of claim 24 wherein the therapeutic agent is 
admi nislercd snb-retinally within the eye. 
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^A. (previously prescntal) The method of clain, 24 wherein the cannula is positioned 
within suhretinat space of tho eye and a therapeutic agent is injected from the caniv.b into the 
siihrclinnl space. 

45. (previously presented) The method of claim 23 further comprising rcmoviiig 
material from the eye with tlie device. 

46. (previously pre.?cntcd) The method of cbint 45 wherein inUavitrcal fluid is 
removed from tho eye. 

47. (previonsiy presented) The method of claim 23 wherein the outer diameter of the 
piercing member is small enough to allow the insertion sile to solf-seal following withdrawal of 
the piercing member from the eye. 

48. (canceled) 

49. (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the piercing; mcnVbcr is 
hwurtcd into the sclera of the eye. 

50. (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the piercing member is 
advanced transconjunctivally through the eye. 

51. (previously prescntetl) The method of claim 27 wherein the cannula comprises a 

polymer, 

52. (previously presented) Tlic method of claim 27 wherein the treating comprises 
administering to the eye a therapeutic agent through the cannula. 

53; (previously prt^scntcd) Tlie method of claim 52 whci-ein a steroid is administered 
to tho eye. 
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54. (previously presented) The method of claim 52 wherein a therapeutic agent is 
adininislercd to the eye to treat retinal detachment, vascular occlusion, proliferative retinopathy, 
diabetic retinopathy, innammaiion, degenerative disease, vascular disease or a tumor. 

55. (jircviously presented) The method of claim 52 wherein the tlierapcutic agent is 
administered siib-retinally in the eye. 

56. (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherei n the treating comprises 
rcniovi ng i natcrial from the eye with the device. 

57. (previously presented) The method of claim 56 wherein intravitreal fluid is 
removed from the eye. 

58. (previously presented) The method of claini 52 wherein the cannula is positioned 
within suhrctlnal space of the eye ar»d a therapeutic agent is injected from the cannula into the 
subrctinal space. ^ 

59. (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the outer diameler of the 
pici-cing member is small enough to allow the insertion site to sel fiscal following withdrawal of 
llic piercing member from the eye. 

60. (previously presented) A method for treating an eye comprising: 

insorli ng into an eye a device comprising an outer member having a proximal end and a 
distal end. a cannula slidably disposed within the outer member, and a piercing member at the 
distal end of the outer member, wherein the step of inserting the device into the eye comprises 
piercing the eye with the piercing member and advancing die piercing member and at least a 
portion of Uic outer member into the eye; 

advancing (he cannula ttirough the outer member and beyond the distal end to the 

trcaltncnt site; antl 
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Lrcating llw eye by administering and/or aspirating material through the cannula, 

61 . (previously presented) The melhod of claim 60 wherein the device is inserted 
into the sclera of tho eye. 

62. (previously presented) The melhod of claim 60 wherein the device is advanced 
iransconjiuiclivally through the eye. 

63. (previously presented) The method of claim 60 wherein tlie cannula comprises a 
polymer. 

64. (previously presented) The mctliod of claim 60 wherein the step of treating the 
eye comprises administering to the eye a therapeutic agent with tlie device. 

65. (previously presented) The method of claim 64 wherein Ihc therapeutic agent is 
administcrcHl through the cannula to the treatment site. 

66. (prcviou-sly presented) The mcUiod of claim 64 wherein a steroid is administered 
to the eye. 

07. (previously presented) The method of claim 64 wherein a therapeutic agent is 
administered to the eye to treat retinal detachment, vascular occlusion, proliferative retinopathy, 
diabetic retinopathy, inllanmiation, degenerative disease, vascular disease or a tumor. 

68. (previously presented) f he method of claim 64 wherein the therapeutic agent is 
administered sub-retinally within tlie eye. 

69. (previously presented) The method of claim 64 wherein the cannula is positioned 
within llic subrotinal space of the eye and a therapeutic agent is injected from the cannula into 
the subrotinal space. 
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70. (previously presented) Tlic method of claim 60 further comprising rcinoving 
n\aterial from the eye with the device. 

71 . (previously presented) The mctliod of claim 70 wherein intravitrcal fluid is 
rcnxovcd from the eye. 

72. (previously presented) The method of claim 60 wherdti tlic outer diameter of tlie 
outer member is small enough to allow the insertion site to self-seal following withdrawal of the 
piercing mcmhor from the eye. 

73. (previously presented) The method of claim 60 wherein the outer member outer 
diameter is about 25 gauge or lesss. 

74. (previously presented) The method of claim 23 wherein the piercing member 
creates aii opening in the eye that is self-sealing, 

75. (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the piercing member 
create.? an opening in the eye that is self-scaling. 

76. (previously presented) The method of claim 60 wherein the piercing member 
creates an opening in the eye that is self-sealing. 

77. (previously presented) The method of claim 23 or 60, furOier comprising the step 
of angling the piercing member, afler the piercing member is witliin the vitreous humor of the 
eye in any direction so as to guide the cannula to any treatment site within the eye. 

78. (previously presented) The method of clami 77, wherein the piercing member \s 
angled so as to treat multiple treatment sites with a single insertion of the piercing member into 
tlic eye. 
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79. (previously presented) The method ordaim 27 further comprisitig, aflerlrcating 
the trcalmeM sile, angliiig the piercing member to a different direction so as to guide the cannula 
towaids a second trcalmcnt site; advcuicing the cannula lo tte second a treatment site; and 
Irealing the second trentmcut site. 
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